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PRESS RELEASE

October 2001

DOCTOR COLLABORATES WITH DEAD MAN

Dr Caroline Baillie has been arresting interest in a new theatre project with the chilling revelation that she’s been co-writing a play with a man who’s been dead for 170 years!

HOMELESS

   William Blake, of London’s Soho and Lambeth, died in 1827.  Baillie claims “Bill’s work is visionary.  His art, poetry and philosophy were well ahead of their time.  He’s helped me narrate and punctuate a story in which a homeless girl reclaims her life and soul, with lucid and candid verse.  It’s really powerful!”  Mr Blake’s artwork was recently exhibited at the Tate Britain gallery, to sell-out crowds.

INSPIRED
   Blake’s radical ideas inspired Caroline to embark on the project with the theatre company she co-directs, Critical Stage Company Ltd.

   Baillie recounts “I realised that the Songs of Innocence and Experience would be the perfect vehicle for the story of homeless Lyca, as she struggles to regain her own ‘green and pleasant land’, with the help of people who befriend her.  The battle for her soul, between Innocence and Experience, becomes frightening yet thrilling.

   “I was also moved by reports of residents of ‘Cardboard City’ on London’s South Bank (in Blake’s Lambeth) being displaced to more risky locations by so-called ‘progress’ when the IMAX cinema was built on the site.”

   Aptly, the venue for the show’s recent successful Edinburgh Fringe run is a soup kitchen for the homeless.

STAR
   Acting in the play alongside local Merseyside actresses, Liverpool-based Dr Baillie also stars in the upcoming BBC television programme ‘Building the Impossible’.  As a consultant materials scientist on the team, she points to parallels between what the programme tries to do and what Blake was saying.  ‘The creative thinking necessary for the team to figure out how innovator, Drebbel, built a submarine to navigate the Thames in the 17th century is the way Blake wished science were conducted in his day’.

PROJECT

   Critical Stage Co.’s 50 minute show (‘Experience the Innocence’), also deals with environmental issues, issues which ring true in much of Blake’s work (“those dark satanic mills”).  It is, in part, a continuation of a European Social Fund materials science project, ‘Recycling for Life’, co-run by CSC and the UK Centre for Materials Education at Liverpool University.  Unemployed Merseyside women were enrolled and taught the skills required to devise ‘Dream 2B Green’, which comprised a play, booklet, CD ROM and website, http://women.materials.ac.uk.  It was toured around schools in the area helping young people understand more about recycling.

DISCUSSION
   ‘Dream 2B Green’ is featured within ‘Experience the Innocence’, but is performed in its entirety (10mins) as part of a second half which includes a discussion workshop on the issues being dealt with.  Poetry reading will also form part of the post-interval proceedings with some homeless people reciting their own material.  

   For more information, see the Critical Stage  website www.criticalstage.co.uk, or contact Nick Roberts (Producer) on 07740 983 842 or 020 8802 2372.  You can write to CSC at 75 Crowland Road, London, N15 6UL, or nick@criticalstage.co.uk.



Unity Theatre, 1 Hope Place, Liverpool, L1 9BG


Wed 3rd & Thur 4th Oct, 8pm





Admission £5/3.50


All proceeds go to local homeless shelters





Formby Little Theatre, Rosemary Lane, Formby, Liverpool, L37 3HA


Tues 30th Oct, 8pm





The Citadel Arts Centre, Waterloo St, St.Helens, WA10 1PX


Tues 23rd Oct, 8pm





Westbourne Hall Community Centre


Westbourne Rd, West Kirby, L48 4DQ


Wed 24th Oct, 8pm





Southport Arts Centre, Lord St, Southport, PR8 1DB


Thur 25th Oct, 8pm








