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Dream 2B Green

dramatic recycling actions



Dream 2B Green

A group of unemployed women have been trying to bring new life into Liverpool. We’ve called ourselves Dream 2B Green.  Supported by the European Social Fund and senior lecturer Caroline Baillie, from the University of Liverpool, we have been spreading the message that what we think of as rubbish can actually be someone else’s fortune!  Plastic bottles have been our focus – their recycling can help conserve the Earth’s resources and ultimately minimize the damage we are doing to our environment.

Originally we were recruited to perform a Theatre-in-Education play at local secondary schools. We produced a website (http://women.materials.ac.uk), CD-ROM and booklets to be used as a teaching resource for schools.  The aim throughout has been to promote material science in a new way particularly to girls who may have preconceived ideas that all science is boring and is remote from everyday life.  We called the project ‘Recycling for Life’.

Our group have benefited enormously as a consequence of being brought for this project.  Each of us has been challenged to stretch ourselves, for example, learning web skills, and acting on stage, and many other things which most of us had never even imagined ourselves attempting before.  We are a multicultural group, with members who are Ethiopian, Mexican, Brazilian, Spanish, Middle Eastern and British.  To work together in harmony has been a wonderful experience and an eye-opener.  Participating in the Recycling for Life project has brought new opportunities and enriched the lives of each of us, and we have hopefully helped others too.

The main idea from our work with schools is that recycling is not just breaking down plastic and metal etc. to make different objects.  It can also be finding a new use for our discarded possessions.  Bringing this message forward, we decided to hold a Recycling Day.  Those things that people no longer want may be useful to others, in this case the homeless.

In researching for Caroline Baillie’s play ‘Experience the Innocence’, which features the progress of a homeless woman, one homeless shelter, The Basement (in Liverpool), opened our eyes to practical needs of homeless people.  The Basement opens four days a week for shelter, but also offers counseling, help with addictive problems and contacts for hostels, re-housing and local health services.  The Basement told us that what their clients desperately need are clothes, blankets, sleeping bags, back packs, cosmetics, toiletries/sanitary protection & other articles for individuals moving into supported accommodation, such as crockery, bed linen, kitchen utensils , pans etc.  Books, especially poetry books, are also appreciated by the homeless clients of The Basement.  We collected for all these items on Saturday October 6th, at the University of Liverpool. 

Our new insight into the plight of the homeless will probably keep us involved with working on community projects.

The aforementioned play, ‘Experience the Innocence’, was well received at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe and the full current production (including our Dream 2B Green play, poetry reading and subsequent discussion) was very successful when performed at the Unity Theatre on the 3rd and 4th October.  It continues its run at The Citadel, St Helens, 23rd October; Westbourne Community Centre, West Kirby, 24th October; Southport Arts Centre, 25th October; and Formby Theatre Club, 30th October.

For further information contact Jacqui on 0151 420 3693 or 07714 941226, or Nick Roberts on 020 8802 2372 or 07714 983842, or nick@criticalstage.co.uk.  Also check www.dream2bgreen.org.
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The Dream 2B Green members are:                                                      

Carmen Barrera

Clare Harris

Gabriela Sarquis

Jacqui McGloin

Luzia Novaki

Rica Bird

Faridah Ismail

Senait Eyob Ross

Sheatha Al Nageim

Sonia Linares
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